PRESS RELEASE, October 1, 2005
BIOGRAPHY OF SHAHEED NANAK SINGH RELEASED

Sacrifices of pre-independence political leader commemorated.

By our staff reporter

Fremont, CA: An impressive function was held at a cocktail party with musical program to celebrate release of the book “Don’t Break Up India” the biography of Shaheed Nanak Singh compiled by Dr. Rupinder Singh and Nilima Dayal.  

Shaheed Nanak Singh was a prominent political leader of pre-partition India who dedicated his life towards India’s freedom from over one hundred years of British colonial rule and pledged to see India remain united “Akhand Bharat” in a secular and democratic way.  He accepted the call of Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and working with other political parties propagated peaceful means to achieve freedom for the whole of India.  

His mission was scuttled since the All India Muslim League under the leadership of Mohammed Ali Jinnah and Liaqat Ali Khan were adamant to carve out the Islamic country of Pakistan based on Muslim majority areas in Punjab and Bengal, by all means including violence.    Unfortunately, their action plan prevailed resulting in mass exodus of Hindus and Sikhs from areas designated as Pakistan,   The mass killing of innocent migrants and destruction of their ancestral properties resulted in human suffering of untold proportions.

The biography vividly narrates the political involvement of Shaheed Nanak Singh in the critical years from 1940 to 1947.  His defiance of British authorities to obey orders to suppress peaceful demonstrations resulted in him being overlooked for promotions and transfers to remote areas of Punjab called “kala pani.”  He later, resigned from police service and established his law practice in Multan that gave him the freedom to devote more time for India’s freedom movement.  He provided legal support to two Indian National Army officers of Netaji Subhash Chander Bose 

and General Mohan Singh who were charged with treason by the British authorities and succeeded in getting them acquitted. 

On March 5, 1947, some 800 or so Hindu and Sikh students took out a procession shouting pro Akhand Bharat and anti Pakistan slogans.   This procession as it entered the inner city of Multan, was surrounded by religious fanatics who started attacking these innocent high school and college students indiscriminately.   On hearing about this unwarranted murderous attack on these innocent children, Sardar Nanak Singh, rushed to the scene with great courage and broke off the cordon that helped many children to escape but the fanatics attacked Sardar Nanak Singh with lethal weapons and put him to death.  Thus he never saw the glow of India’s freedom although he paid the supreme sacrifice for its cause.

Colonel Rajinder Singh, the eldest son of Shaheed Nanak Singh, came all the way from England to witness the launch of the book.  He welcomed the chief guest, Mr. Prabhat Kumar Singh, Counsel for Community Affairs, Consulate General of India, San Francisco, CA at the function and requested him to release the book.  The Counsel paid glowing tributes to the sacrifices of Shaheed Nanak Singh for his efforts to keep India united and stated that heroic deeds of freedom fighters must always be remembered and preserved so that our coming generations can learn from the sacrifices of such great leaders.   Col. Rajinder Singh requested the audience to observe one minute silence to honor the dead heroes of America, England and India by observing a minute's silence to pray for them and for the strength and friendship of our great nations.
The entertainment program was hosted by Ms. Samiera Singh, the grand daughter of Shaheed Nanak Singh, who flew in from Birmingham, England to pay homage to the heroic deeds of her grand father.  Alka Bhatnagar renowned Bollywood singer also participated and sang one song to delight the audience.   Mr. Kulbhusahn and Roopa Gupta offered the hall facilities at no charge for this function out of their respect for the martyrs of India’s freedom.  The guests were given complimentary copies of the hard bound 133 page illustrated book to take away.    

Dr. Rupinder Singh

